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Judge extends voucher application window amid block on Islamic schools

OPINION // COMMENTARY

Hill Country residents not backing down from out-
of-state developer Lennar Homes

Every landowner has a responsibility to safeguard the water that sustains all of us. That sense
of mutual obligation is woven into our Texas culture.

By Randy Neumann, For the Express-News
March 16, 2026
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The yet-to-be developed Guajolote Ranch property is seen in March 2022. The Edwards Aquifer is the

WiH@owAdPearries a responsibility to safeguard the water that sustains every other Texan. Show More

For years, the quiet beauty of Scenic Loop and the Edwards Aquifer contributing
zone has been taken for granted — a place where heritage oaks still stand, where

water still runs clear and where development pressures felt distant.



That era is over.
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Our community is now confronting a development threat larger and more

consequential than anything we have seen in decades.

Two weeks ago, a signboard appeared on a 63-acre parcel connecting Scenic Loop

Road to Guajolote Ranch.



Florida-based Lennar Homes, one of the nation’s largest homebuilders, has
announced plans for 76 homes on half-acre lots with aerobic septic systems on that

parcel. Yet no septic permits have been pulled.

Land clearing has begun, including the removal of heritage oaks, in a race to beat a
March deadline that would force Lennar back to the city of San Antonio for renewed

approvals.

Clearing has also begun on Guajolote Ranch. The Guajolote parcels are too small for
septic systems under the existing master development plan, and Lennar has not
built — nor is it likely to build — the $13 million wastewater plant originally

proposed.

That wastewater permit is now under judicial review, with the very real possibility of
remand or vacatur. A remand would suspend the permit for up to two years; a
vacatur would force Lennar’s plant operator to start the permitting process over

again.

The obstacles don’t end there.

Both the Edwards and Guajolote tracts lie within the federally recognized 15-mile
military buffer zone surrounding Camp Bullis, an active U.S. Army training
installation. This buffer exists to protect national security, prevent encroachment and

preserve the low-density environment required for military readiness.
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Federal officials have consistently opposed incompatible development in this zone.

The Guajolote development also faces unprecedented political resistance. The entire
Bexar County legislative delegation, along with all four state senators representing
the region, have expressed opposition to high-density development over the aquifer

contributing zone.
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Part of Guajolote Ranch is seen in April 2023. Lennar Homes' proposed development at Guajolote Ranch
has many neighbors worried about the impact on the Edwards Aquifer contributing zone, our guest



columnist writes, as out-of-state developers’ interest begins and ends with profit, not with the long-term
health of our water or our communities.

Josie Norris/San Antonio Express-News

Multiple U.S. representatives have raised similar concerns, citing risks to Camp Bullis,
regional water security and long-term environmental stability. It is a unified
governmental stance against a project that threatens critical natural and military

resources.
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Meanwhile, the Texas Legislature is signaling new bills aimed at restricting
development over sensitive aquifer zones — legislation that could directly impact the

Edwards and Trinity aquifers.

Local authorities hold powerful tools as well.

The city of San Antonio can enact ordinances that prohibit pollution of the aquifer.
These may not override a Texas Commission on Environmental Quality permit, but

they can render it functionally useless.



San Antonio Water System can withdraw water service, and Bexar County can deny
access to Scenic Loop Road on traffic and safety grounds — fatal blows to any

subdivision.
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With newly approved four-year City Council terms, only two seats are likely to

change in the next four years. Lennar cannot simply “wait out” the current council.

Perhaps the most important development is not legal or political, but human. The
population is finally waking up to the scale of the threat. Residents who once
assumed the aquifer was protected are now seeing bulldozers, scraped land and

felled oaks — they are angry.

The Edwards Aquifer is the lifeblood of San Antonio, and the Hill Country is not a

blank canvas for speculative development.

In a region where the Trinity and Edwards aquifers form a shared resource, every
landowner carries a responsibility to safeguard the water that sustains every other

Texan.
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That sense of mutual obligation is woven into our culture.

Out-of-state developers often fail to understand that interdependence. Their interest

begins and ends with profit, not with the long-term health of our water or our

communities.

Randy Neumann is a Helotes resident and chairs the steering committee of the

Scenic Loop/Helotes Creek Alliance.
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Sign up for the ENsights opinion newsletter

Get the latest influential editorials, hard-hitting commentaries and thought-provoking opinions
from the Alamo City in your inbox. Click here to sign up.
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Of 423 plaintiffs, who'll be first to trial in fraud suit
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More than a decade after individuals sued house flipper Armando Montelongo, some of the
cases could finally go to trial early next year.
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Why the Spurs will face the Clippers with a depleted
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Meteorologist Elliot Wilson no longer at KSAT after arrest, station
says

Former San Antonio meteorologist Elliot Wilson no longer works for KSAT after being accused
of breaking a woman'’s nose during an argument.

NEWS

Trial for man accused of killing Savanah Soto, Matthew Guerra
begins this week

NEWS

San Antonio man accused of shooting, injuring 5 in
Port Aransas

TEXAS

Roy Barrera Sr. was 'legal legend,' founded San
Antonio family of top lawyers




Let's Play

@ Really Bad Chess

San Antonio Express-News

OIOIOID)

About
Contact
Services

Account

]; Flipart E Cross|word

N
Bo Bongo

Top N

© 2026 Hearst Newspapers, LLC Terms of Use | Privacy Notice | DAA Industry Opt Out |

Your Privacy Choices (Opt Out of Sale/Targeted Ads)




