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FIRM YIELD: !
A quantity of water from a project or program that is projected to 

be available on a reliable basis, given a specified level of risk, 
during a critically dry period.!

Firm Yield Defined 



Soil Moisture:!
 Soil moisture affects crops as well as runoff into rivers and 
reservoirs. !

Groundwater Levels: !
 Water levels in many aquifers decline every year regardless of 
drought but may decline faster during droughts. !

Firm Yield Defined 

TWDB monitors certain conditions in droughts, such as: 

But, we do not have the Firm Yield of  our aquifers after 
two of  the worst droughts in history (1950s and 2011), and: 
It is Federal Public Law 108-361, 108th Congress, 2004. 



What is the Firm Yield  
of our aquifers and  
GMA 12 Programs? 

We do not know! !
FIRM YIELD: !

A quantity of water from a project or program that is projected to 
be available on a reliable basis, given a specified level of risk, 

during a critically dry period.!

Federal Public Law 108-361, 108th Congress, October 25, 2004 


