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CITY OF BRYAN, CITY OF COLLEGE STATION AND BRAZOS COUNTY’S 
RESPONSE TO APPLICANTS’ MOTION TO SET PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 

AND ASSIGN DISCRETE DOCKET NUMBERS FOR EACH APPLICATION 
 

TO THE HONORABLE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE: 

 Protestants, the City of Bryan, City of College Station, and Brazos County (the “Brazos 

County Protestants”) file this response to Applicants’ motion to set a procedural schedule and 

assign discrete docket numbers for each application. 

I. PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 
The Brazos County Protestants believe that it is premature to set a procedural schedule in 

this matter.  Order No. 1, entered by the Brazos Valley Groundwater Conservation District 

(“BVGCD”) on October 10, 2024, refers this matter to SOAH for mediation “prior to 

commencement of discovery for the contested case hearing.”1  Without the benefit of discovery, 

there is no need for a procedural schedule at this time.  Additionally, the appropriate scope and 

timing of this procedure cannot be determined until then, because mediation could result in 

settlement or the reduction of the number of issues to try in this matter.  Finally, the mediation 

process itself could be useful for the setting of a procedural schedule if the parties have differing 

views on the scope or timing of this proceeding. 

II. DISCRETE DOCKET NUMBERS 
The Brazos County Protestants do not understand the need for 7 discrete docket numbers 

for this proceeding and are concerned that the use of 7 discrete docket numbers could unnecessarily 

complicate the conduct of the contested case hearing, particularly with regard to pleadings and 

 
1 BVGCD Order No. 1, ¶ 4 (Oct. 10, 2024). 



transcripts, that could lead to extra cost and the possibility of procedural errors.  Nevertheless, the 

Brazos County Protestants will defer to the position of BVGCD since the hearing is being 

conducted on BVGCD’s behalf. 
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