
BRAZOS VALLEY GROUNDWATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

District Office
Hearne, Texas

May 16, 2024
2:00 p.m.

Public Permit Hearing









Agenda Item # 1

Permit Hearing on the following Operating Permit Amendment Applications:

• Wildfire Energy | BVOP-0291 | Goanna Frack Well #1 | Sparta Aquifer | 
120 ac-ft/yr | 150 gpm | Industrial Use | Amend Permit Term Length

• Wildfire Energy | BVOP-0292 | Goanna Frack Well #2 | Yegua-Jackson 
Aquifer | 120 ac-ft/yr | 150 gpm | Industrial Use | Amend Permit Term 
Length



Agenda Item # 2

Discussion &  possible action on the following Operating Permit Amendment 
Applications:

• Wildfire Energy | BVOP-0291 | Goanna Frack Well #1 | Sparta Aquifer | 
120 ac-ft/yr | 150 gpm | Industrial Use | Amend Permit Term Length

• Wildfire Energy | BVOP-0292 | Goanna Frack Well #2 | Yegua-Jackson 
Aquifer | 120 ac-ft/yr | 150 gpm | Industrial Use | Amend Permit Term 
Length



Worksheet for an Operating Permit Amendment  

Wildfire Energy, LLC - BVOP-0291 & BVOP-0292 

 

Wildfire Energy, LLC seeks an amendment to the above listed Operating permits for 
the purpose of: 

• Industrial Use – Water for O/G production  

Approved Permits   

Well #1 (BVOP-0291) Goanna FW #1: Located at: N 30.969879905° W 96.31230313°  
0.77 miles SSW of the intersection of Merka Dr. and Old Reliance Road in Brazos County.  
 
Well #2 (BVOP-0292) Goanna FW #2: Located at: N 30.69507678° W 96.31425752°  
0.74 miles ESE of the intersection of Austin’s Estates Dr. and Old Reliance Road in Brazos 
County. 



Beneficial Use: Industrial – Water for O/G production 

Aquifer of Origin:  Sparta – BVOP-0291 

             Yegua Jackson- BVOP-0292 

Well Column: 6” (both) 

Rate of Production: 150 gpm (both) 

Max. Annual Production: 120 ac-ft/yr (both) 

All applications meet the specifications listed in BVGCD Rule 7.1 (c) regarding production-
based acreage. The footprint of the wells lies entirely within the property controlled by the 
applicant. 

The permit holder requests an amendment to each of the permits lengthening the 
permit term from one (1) year to five (5) years. No additional water production is 
being requested. 

Application is administratively complete. It is the recommendation by the General Manager 
to approve the amendments to the listed permits as described above. 











Agenda Item # 3

Adjourn Permit Hearing



BRAZOS VALLEY GROUNDWATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

District Office
Hearne, Texas

May 16, 2024
2:00 p.m.

Regular Board Meeting









Agenda Item # 1

Discussion and possible action on the minutes from the 
April 11, 2024 Permit Hearing & Regular Board Meeting





Public Permit Hearing 
Call Permit Hearing to order 
Roll call of members present 

 
2. Discussion and possible action on the following Operating Permit Amendment 

Application: 
 

• One (1) existing Operating permit for Circle X South Cooley, LLC 
 
Well #3 – (BVOP-0001) Located at: N 31.20532096° W 96.32030505° 2.79 miles NNE of 
the intersection of Wheel Corner Road and Holly Cemetery Road in Robertson County. 
Total maximum annual production from the water well will be 420 ac-ft/yr at a maximum 
rate of 300 gpm for Agricultural, Commercial, and Industrial uses. The well produces from 
the Calvert Bluff Aquifer. Permittee seeks amendments to the permit adding Industrial and 
Commercial beneficial uses and increasing total maximum annual production from 110 
ac-ft/year to 420 ac-ft/year at a maximum rate not to exceed 300 gpm.  A motion was 
made by Lisa Rolke, second by Stephen Cast to approve amending Operating 
permit BVOP-0001 for Circle X South Cooley, LLC increasing annual production to 
420 ac-ft/yr at a maximum rate of 300 gpm and adding Commercial and Industrial 
uses. The well produces from the Calvert Bluff aquifer. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
3. Adjourn Permit Hearing 



 
Regular Board Meeting 
Call meeting to order 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Declare quorum present 
Public Comment  
 a) Non-agenda items – No comments received 
 b) Agenda items – No comments received 
 
1. Discussion and possible action on the minutes of the March 14, 2024 Permit Hearing & 

Regular Board Meeting. A motion was made by Mark Carrabba, second by John Elliot 
to approve the minutes for March 14, 2024 as presented to the Board.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 

2. Financial Report – March 2024   A motion was made by John Elliot, second by Lisa 
Rolke to approve the Financial Report for the month of March 2024 as presented to 
the Board.  The motion passed unanimously. 

3. Presentation by Mark Nickels updating the Board on progress related to the Brazos River 
Alluvium Aquifer groundwater/surface water interaction study sponsored by the Brazos 
Valley GCD and being conducted by Baylor University.  Mark Nickels updated the Board 
with a presentation related to groundwater/surface water interaction study of the 
Brazos River Alluvium Aquifer being conducted by Baylor University. 



4. Executive Session:  Texas Government Code 551.071 – To receive attorney client 
privilege information regarding pending transport permit applications for groundwater from 
the Simsboro Aquifer.   

5. Discussion and possible action on processing of pending transport permit applications for 
groundwater from the Simsboro Aquifer.  No action taken. 

6. General Manager’s Report, Alan Day, General Manager, gave the Board a brief update 
on the items listed below. 

a) Drought Monitor Report 
b) Wells permitted pursuant to District Rule 8.3(j) 
c) Simsboro Mitigation Management Zone Update 
d) GMA 12 DFC Update 
e) District Business & Activities 
f) Management Plan Update 

7. Discussion and possible future agenda items. 

8. Adjourn 



 
Signed this 16th day of May 2024 

 

____________________________ 
               Jeff Kennedy, Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 

The Board of Directors may meet in closed session, pursuant to the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code §§ 551.071-551.076, to: 
(1)   consult with attorney ;  
(2)   deliberate regarding the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real property if deliberation in an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the 

position of the District in negotiations with a third person;  
(3)   deliberate a negotiated contract for a prospective gift or donation to the District if deliberation in an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on 

the position of the District in negotiations with a third person; 
(4)   to deliberate the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline or dismissal of a Board member or District employee; 
(5)  to receive information from employees or question employees, but not deliberate public business or agency policy that affects public business; and 
(6)  to deliberate the deployment or specific occasions for implementation of security personnel or devices. 

 
The Board may also meet in open session on these matters as required by the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code § 551.102. 

** Agenda items may be taken out of order at the discretion of the Board Chairman 
 



Agenda Item # 2

Discussion & possible action on the Financial Report 
April 2024

























Agenda Item # 3

Executive Session:  Texas Government Code 
551.071 – To receive attorney client privilege 

information regarding pending transport 
permit applications for groundwater from the 

Simsboro Aquifer. 



Agenda Item # 4

Discussion and possible action on processing 
of pending transport permit applications for 

groundwater from the Simsboro Aquifer.



Item 4 | Transport Permit Applications 

 

Seven (7) transport permit applications were initially received by the District on January 
12, 2024. Those seven applications include: 

• Clifford A. Skiles III 
• James C. Brien 
• RH2O LLC (Lutz) 
• L. Wiese Moore LLC 
• Cula d’Brazos LLC (Hoelscher) 
• Ely Family Partnership LP 
• Fazzino Investments LP 

District staff has worked closely with the listed applicants and UW Brazos Valley Farm 
LLC (co-applicant) to move the applications to administrative completeness. On March 
21, 2024 each of the listed applications was declared “administratively complete.” The 
revised and complete application for each applicant has been posted on the District 
website for public viewing purposes. 

Any action or discussion related to these seven (7) applications will be taken on this 
agenda item. 



Agenda Item #5

Discussion and possible action regarding the 
drilling of City of Calvert Well #7 (BVDO-

0320) under the District's Water Well 
Assistance Agreement with Permittee UW 

Brazos Valley Farm, LLC..



Item 5 | City of Calvert Well #7 | BVDO-0320 

 

Water production from the Goodland Farm Project (Upwell Water) is just over the 
horizon. It is now necessay to begin the process of drilling a new production well for the 
City of Calvert Well #7. Engineering design and TCEQ permitting is required prior to 
commencement of drilling. 

There will be a discussion within Executive Session related to moving forward with the 
financing of engineering design, permitting and drilling of the well. Any action or 
discussion related to the City of Calvert Well #7 (BVDO-0320) under the District’s Water 
Well Assistance Agreement with Permittee UW Brazos Valley Farm, LLC will be taken 
on this agenda item. 



Agenda Item # 6

Discussion and possible action on matters 
concerning real property.



Item 6 | Real Estate Matters 

 

Due to the ever-increasing workload experienced by the District related to impending 
water production from the Goodland Farm Project (Upwell Water), there is a real need 
for the District to explore expanding office space to accommodate increased staffing 
and storage needs. District staff launched a survey of possible properties within the 
Hearne, Texas city limits that would fit the needs of needed expansion. 

The Building Committee (Mark Carrabba, Jeff Kennedy, Jayson Barfknecht) met to 
discuss the properties that had been located. Suggestions were made as to how to 
proceed with a more in-depth investigation of some of the candidate properties. 

There will be a discussion within Executive Session related to the properties being 
researched. Any action or discussion related to real estate matters will be taken on this 
agenda item. 



Agenda Item # 7
General Manager’s Report

a.   Drought Monitor Report
b.  Wells permitted pursuant to District Rule 8.3(j)
c.  Simsboro Mitigation Management Zone Update
d.  GMA 12 DFC Planning Update
e.   District Business & Activities Update
f.   District Management Plan Update









As of 5-16-24 Hooper Simsboro Calvert Bluff Carrizo Queen City Sparta Yegua-Jackson BRAA

2011 MAG 316.00        96,185.00       1,755.00      5,496.00    529.00       7,923.00    7,071.00           N/A
2016 MAG 2,000.00     96,198.00       1,757.00      5,494.00    1,200.00    9,019.00    6,854.00           137,351.00   
2021 MAG 2,139.00     147,245.00     1,725.00      5,499.00    1,269.00    13,402.00 7,091.00           130,657.00   

Acre Feet Permitted (All) 1,910.01     345,035.51     1,678.53      11,152.88 1,703.30    13,835.85 3,998.02           96,511.23      

Acre Feet Used 2023 1,077.52     54,630.15       340.13          1,079.16    133.83       3,955.31    1,104.59           N/A
Acre Feet Used 2022 1,044.94     58,313.28       250.82          1,575.09    92.83          4,288.33    1,260.70           N/A
Acre Feet Used 2021 918.22        51,127.64       133.46          955.61       45.30          3,161.20    948.24              N/A
Acre Feet Used 2020 745.86        53,163.83       230.45          1,061.68    102.62       3,389.46    1,253.18           N/A
Acre Feet Used 2019 699.98        50,528.07       176.89          992.40       400.88       3,869.64    1,278.11           N/A
Acre Feet Used 2018 809.07        55,228.86       130.27          825.25       146.54       4,499.56    1,183.12           N/A
Acre Feet Used 2017 756.18        53,325.82       271.98          630.11       237.46       4,241.37    1,509.54           N/A
Acre Feet Used 2016 909.16        54,237.29       132.32          761.72       99.62          4,152.91    1,565.41           N/A
Acre Feet Used 2015 1,084.25     56,638.46       160.00          665.50       189.78       4,122.06    1,664.27           N/A
Acre Feet Used 2014 1,065.07     62,946.34       183.50          852.28       496.57       5,358.33    2,533.23           N/A
Acre Feet Used 2013 794.24        64,106.92       81.77            806.43       64.40          3,402.06    1,438.37           N/A
Acre Feet Used 2012 955.67        53,327.02       72.35            848.67       69.00          3,176.87    1,418.78           N/A
Acre Feet Used 2011 621.47        69,377.78       152.91          1,562.36    581.76       4,336.69    1,658.95           N/A
Acre Feet Used 2010 914.01        63,984.53       58.36            745.62       0.45            3,279.09    1,396.34           N/A
Acre Feet Used 2009 611.06        68,586.31       13.14            730.41       31.56          3,432.25    1,599.18           N/A

Permitted Wells by Aquifer (1081) 13 209 38 21 19 66 37 678
Permits by Aquifer (1100) 18 217 38 21 22 69 37 678

Robertson Permitted Wells (704) 13 170 38 18 7 8 0 450
Robertson Permits (718) 18 178 38 18 7 9 0 450

Brazos Permitted Wells (377) 0 39 0 3 12 58 37 228
Brazos Permits (382) 0 39 0 3 15 60 37 228

Secondary Permitted Amount 233 (5) 1,594.76 (8) 0 0 14 (3) 15 (3) 0 N/A



Wells permitted pursuant to District Rule 8.3(j) -  April 2024

Permit # Permittee Aquifer Permitted Amt. Type of Use Date

Well(s) - 0

GM Permitted - Total Acre Feet  (April 2024) - 0 ac-ft

Board Permitted Wells (2024) - 2,660 ac-ft

BRAA - 4 permits - 2,000 ac-ft/yr
Calvert Bluff - 1 permit - 310 ac-ft/yr (amended)
Sparta - 1 permit - 350 ac-ft/yr



Item 4c | Simsboro Mitigation Management Depletion Zone | April 2024 Update 

 

Currently, 289 Simsboro water wells have been visited, verified as screening the 
Simsboro Aquifer, measurements and location data collected and placed on the UW 
Brazos Valley Farms LLC mitigation list. 

With the advent of Simsboro wells associated with several new transport permit 
applications, it seemed prudent and necessary to reach beyond the area originally seen 
as possibly being impacted by the water production associated with the UW transport 
permit totaling 49,999 ac-ft/year and collect data. John Crabtree conducted a grid 
search of all designated Simsboro wells currently in the District database finding an 
additional 230 ± domestic/livestock wells and 104 ± rig supply wells. 

District staff began the process of vetting each of the wells to verify which screen the 
Simsboro and those that do not during February. Rig supply wells continue to be our 
targets and will allow us to establish the ASL (above sea level) for Simsboro and Calvert 
Bluff wells in the newly added area. New monitoring wells have been added in this area. 
I foresee others will be added as we move through the verification process. The project 
will take several months to complete. It is becoming clear that many more rig supply 
wells will need to be measured to ensure a proper survey of the area. 

We have had excellent cooperation from each of the affected energy companies which 
include Hilcorp Energy, Diversified Energy, Eagle Oil & Gas, and Crescent Pass Energy. 
We have begun making a list of suspected Simsboro wells currently owned by 
individuals. Contacting those well owners and scheduling a time to obtain the pertinent 
information on the well will be the ensuing step. 







Item 7d | GMA 12 DFC Planning Update | April 2024 

 

GMA 12 members last met Thursday, October 26, 2023 to discuss a wide range of 
topics impacting the future adoption of the 2026 Desired Future Conditions. GMA 12 
members adopted the position to begin the fourth planning round using the finally 
adopted Desired Future Conditions from the third planning round as an initial starting 
point. This facilitated the members’ ability to begin discussions of the nine statutorily 
mandated factors related to the adoption of the fourth round Desired Future Conditions. 

Members of GMA 12 decided to push forward with planning a GMA 12 Groundwater 
Summit in late 2024. Two board members from each of the five groundwater 
conservation districts will be asked to participate in the planning process. Gary 
Westbrook will lead the planning effort. Location of the summit will likely be in Brazos 
County. As more specific information is developed, the General Manager will brief the 
Board and ask for approval to move forward. BVGCD has appointed directors (Jayson 
Barfknecht & Jeff Kennedy) to serve on the planning committee. GMA 12 is currently 
waiting for the other members to make appointments. 



GMA 12 members discussed the need to develop an interlocal agreement regarding 
financial obligations for each district during the fourth round of planning and what that 
might entail. The hydrogeologists were instructed to convert the current expression of 
DFCs based on individual district to a GMA-wide expression on artesian head 
remaining.  
 
The general managers of each district were asked to gather information related to 
financial expenditures during the third planning period. Members are working toward an 
interlocal agreement detailing each district’s financial responsibilities during the current 
planning round. 
 
The next GMA 12 meeting will be held May 23, 2024. One agenda item will be the 
discussion and comparison of management plans and strategies adopted to deal with 
the impending reduction in artesian head pressure in the both the Carrizo and Simsboro 
aquifers due to large scale production projects across GMA 12. The agenda for the 
upcoming meeting is attached. 



  1. Invocation                  
  2. Pledge of Allegiance 
  3. Call meeting to order and establish quorum 
  4. Welcome and introductions 
  5. Public Comment on agenda items 
  6. Minutes of October 26, 2023 GMA 12 Meeting 
  7. Discussion of actions taken by GMA 12 Districts in response to SB 2440, 88th Legislature  
  8. Update on efforts related to improvement to science and studies used by Districts in  
      GMA 12 
  9. Discussion of presentations and comments received by GMA 12 
10. Discussion and comparison of Management Plans, Rules, and Management Strategies of  
      the Districts in GMA 12 as required by Chapter 36.108 
11. Discussion of permitted production of aquifers in GMA 12 
12. Discussion of monitoring, reporting and evaluations of compliance with Desired Future  
      Conditions (DFCs) 
13. Discussion of requirements of Chapter 36.108 in adopting DFCs  
14. Evaluation and discussion of past and future pumping files and scenarios using the  
      Sparta/Queen City/Carrizo-Wilcox Groundwater Availability Model (GAM) and results,  
      including predicted water levels and water budgets 
15. Discussion of possible groundwater summit for GCDs in GMA 12 
16. Discussion on sharing of responsibilities and expenses of cost for work performed by each  
      GCD in recent rounds of joint planning 
17. Discussion and possible action on use of MAG Peak Factor for water users during this  
      round of joint planning 
18. Public Comment on non-agenda items 
19. Update from Texas Water Development Board 
20. Agenda items and Date for next meeting 
21. Adjourn 

























Agenda Item # 8

Discussion and possible future agenda items



Agenda Item # 9

Adjourn
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